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CONSIDER SUN EXPOSURE WHEN
CHOOSING A HOME

By Stuart R. Scott

You're starting to hear rumblings. Soon, it'll
be socially acceptable to buy a home again. Lots
of nice homes on the market. Interest rates
wonderful. Everyone's trying to find the bottom
of the market. Good luck with that.

If you're one of the wacky ones looking,
allow me to share an important home search
criteria I find doesn’t even come up on most
buyer’s radar. What's the orientation of the
home you're considering?

Most homes today are designed to “explode”
windows to the back of the house. There you'll
find your kitchen, family room, sliding doors,
etc. Mostly, I'm asked for that back deck or
patio to face west to the mountains for the best
view. Secondly, I'm asked to find a driveway
(usually in front) to the south to melt snow.

Oooops....that great view off your deck
comes with a price. Living outside in Colorado
(cool evenings, almost no bugs), we try to
arrange for outside evening meals. On the west
side, the intense sun will set on your deck. The
evening’s cool, the deck isn’t. If you have a west
deck you need one of two things. Shade in the
form of trees or awnings or umbrellas will help.
Or, you need to want the view and accept the
heat.

How about that south drive? Sure, the

driveway will be melted in a nano second the
minute the sun comes out. But it only snows
about 40 inches a year, and most of those are

minor. You're giving up the BEST exposure to
not have to shovel the walk. Make no mistake,
with a north driveway you'll shovel the walk.

But, that's what teenagers are for. They need
the money.

The BEST exposure, I say? That’s the deck
on the south side. Summers the sun sets behind
your house so you can have a cool dinner table.
Winters the sun comes up on and stays on your
deck, then stays low on the horizon sending
sunshine all the way through the house. You'll
love the lower utility bills, too.

My deck faces east. Sunshine for my
morning coffee, and the sun sets behind the
house for dinner. Wintertime the sun is gone off
the deck by noon, and I don't see it again till it
sets on my driveway. Not the best, but not bad.

While you're looking for your dream home,
keep exposure in mind. It'll make your home
even better.

(Bonus hint: ask your Realtor to find you
a home that hasn't sold because surrounding
houses affect your privacy. Plant a few well
chosen trees. As they grow you'll find your
home will appreciate faster than your other
more expensive choices)
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391 Irvington Court

Southwest / The Spires

4 Bedrooms / 4 Baths / 3 Car

Award Winning 2008 Parade of Homes Beauty
Pella Windows « Alder

Tuscan Styling * Hand Trowel Walls

Hand Hewn Plank Floors

25 Lowick Drive
Southwest / Neal Ranch
4 Bedrooms / 3 Baths / 2 Car

Imaginative, Livable Floor Plan

Volume Ceilings ¢ Formal Dining Room
5 Pc Master Bath * Extensive Remodeling
Trex Deck * Large Partially Fenced Yard

$1,150,000 $400,000
HOW’S THE MARKET?
Cumulative YT'D Summary January - August 2007 January - August 2008 % + or -
Single Family Homes
Sales 7,265 5,962 (17.9)
Average Sales Price $262,848 $243,248 (7.5)
Total Active August 2007 - 7,052 August 2008 - 6,323 (10.3)
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4873 Diablo Valley Court
Northeast / University Park

5 Bedrooms / 5 Baths / 3 Car

End of the Cul-de-Sac

Teak Hardwood Floors

Gourmet Kitchen
Deck with City Views
$630,000

BUYERS WANTS / NEEDS

LOOKING FOR A STARTER HOME
S/W, 3Bed/2Bath/2Car
$175,000 - $225,000

COUPLE, 2 VERY CUTE BABIES
Need D-20 or D-12 newer
4Bed/3Bath, 2 story,
$300,000-$400,000

COUPLE, BABIES ARE GONE
Need Big Views, Single Level,
minimum 3Bed/3Bath,
$450,000-$750,000

7001 Medicine Bow

Fountain Valley

4 Bedrooms / 3 Baths / 2 Car
Hardwood Floors

Vaulted Ceilings

Enclosed Porch with Sauna and Hot Tub
Fenced Back Yard

$189,900
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